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Group Nights

Group Nights take place at 7.30 p.m.
on the second Tuesday of each

month (excluding August and
December) at Theydon Bois Village

Hall, Coppice Row, CM16 7ER  (right).
The hall has a spacious car park with a
no-step entrance to the building and is
within walking distance of the Tube
station; it also is outside the ex  panded
ULEZ zone!

Whilst we try to find presenters who :
are able to attend in person, this is not always possible. However, what -
ever format, a friendly welcome is guaranteed with like -minded people
and with tea, coffee and biscuits provided.

We also 0ZoomO meetings whenever possi bl
attend can join us via a mobile, laptop, i -pad or tablet. If you use this

method, you can opt to watch and listen without having to appear on

camera yourself. The link, meeting ID and passcode remain the same each

month as follows: -

Meeting I D: 840 2554 8565 Passcode:

Videos of some previous Group presentations can be found on our
website www.neleiam.couk under the O6Eventsd tab and
on the right of the page. They are well worth a look!

We look forward to welcoming you.

Dates for yaud RBitafmy 30 p.n
10th September o0Overtaking in modern traffic conditdi
Nick Fearn: Speaker on Advanced Driving techniques

8th October oOn every cornero
Roy Tyzack BEM, former Met and Essex police.

12th November oCasuatthyg Real Life Charlie Fairheadd
Gary Jones, CBE

Deadline for the next editthi Grepdfe Mdead Wdr2tdhy: 13
Emai | : editor @nel ei am. co. uk



Chai rmarhat

New Committee contacts

The last edition of Roadworthy contained details of the (then)
forthcoming AGM, which highlighted committee vacancies that ur-
gently needed to be covered. I'm delighted to be able to introduce
some new volunteers who have filled some of those vacancies;
other gaps have been addressed by following that popular West-
minster activity, a cabinet reshuffle. The key changes that affect
members are:

Our Membership Secretary
(membership@neleiam.co.uk ) is now com- ¥ |mittee
newcomer Colin Savidge , who inherits I B |the NELE
membership database and our links to Head Of-
fice records. He takes over as members' first point
of contact for matters such as change of =l address,
email and phone number so that your newsletters and subs re-

newals get property addressed. Behind the scenes, that database

also helps us monitor and managed Observer allocations, Associ-

ate progress and Test outcomes, soO
this key role.
Slipping sideways effortlessly into the Speaker Coordinator

(speakers@neleiam.co.uk ) role is Paul Heasmer , bringing with
him a wealth of contacts made when in a similar role for a U3A
branch. Paul already has plans well in hand for our 2025 pro-
gramme at Theydon Bois Village Hall.

Chris Rodwell , another committee newcomer, is now making

swan-l i ke progress i n PauMenterbigsore r 0 s
rol e. Chrisd calm exterior masks mu
surface as he collects monthly updates from Observers on their

allocated Associates' progress. This information helps the com-

mittee to predict when drivers are likely to reach Test standard,

which should then free up their Observers to take on new Associ-

ates.

Other committee posts remain essentially unaltered, as at
https://neleiam.co.uk/committee -members/ .

So far, so good. However, we are still not fully up to strength.
The role of Events Coordinator remains unfilled. Other commit-


mailto:membership@neleiam.co.uk
mailto:Xxxxx@neleiam.co.uk
https://neleiam.co.uk/committee-members/

tee members are rallying round to share out the workload. Howev-

er, we would ideally like to have someone to take this on as a ded-
icated role so that we can offer members some interesting visits
and activities.

More significantly, we need our own Newsletter Editor . This edi-
tion has been put together by Pettigrew Jones, a member of anoth-
er IAM Group, who has experience of assembling newsletters. He
has agreed to edit Roadworthy on an interim basis, but cannot
commit to do so permanently. We therefore urgently need some-
one to take over the role. Each edition can largely be prepared in
your own time over a couple of months, apart from some last -
minute panic chasing contributors for overdue copy as the publi-
cation deadline approaches! Many thanks to Pettigrew for putting
this edition together, but let's see if we find someone to make him
redundant.

NELE thrives only through the efforts of fellow members such as
yourself. If you think that the role of Events Coordinator or Editor
could be for you, just contact chair@neleiam.co.uk

ACCIDENT NEAR EPPING.

On Saturday night an accidentlL orcdEgpnpri emd) cloasle tad o

10p. m. A car was being driven from Newmar ket to

with a WHmeoawye dpanar ket wagon, which was returning
tl emant he car were thrown out, tlhenkt aeyaaeaswapi bag:
about by broken gl ass. Hi s wounds were attended
nei ghbourhood at-sa dleatf @er ehavihnree|l Tltod nédra@r car was
t he front axle was broken. We cannot | ear nehe
Wo'o dfraored, &t hr oughse Epp'i ng. aamd ;onwar ds' s wid'hi i pr.
wi || h afv.e « no di st iU "y & N &S r mie'sti nfg < awh e rsEs o

The Mdt@bcrt ober 1906
THE EPPING ACCIDENT: WAGON DRIVERS ASLEEP

WiETt h "R ef eg€esnic e t'@ WO USE-"pad agir.dph i 4SS UCSIIN ab:
driving thepasas dndehdiddyhned two gentl emen. On
down for the hill. | saw two |lights ahead, and th

P ¢

showed themselves to be wagons on the wrong sides

pull ed over, but as | got | evel with the second
to runmn the near side wheels on the bank, butiit
knocked my car over on its side through the near
but knocked back on the spring, the steeringidwhee
Al'l the damage to the wagon wagemat lwhmaen &tnotctke db &
escaped with a shaking. The gentl eman besi de ‘me

was so fast asleep that we hadnitobgwakeehi wmeulpadTh

S sl Tha®OdMoober 1906


mailto:chair@neleiam.co.uk

Allow me to introduce myself
"U OEA j OAI BT OAOUQ %AEOIT
As youodl l have seen in the Chairmands Ch
interim Roadworthy edi t or. Over the years, | Ove e
different IAM Group newsletters and publications for other small charities,
so | can offer some relevant experience. However, it will take me a couple

of editions to get to grips with the way the NELE operates and who the
regular contributors are likely to be (editors love regular contributors!)

| also know how difficult it can be to get trapped into the role because
t her e-ore tovaunteer as a replacement. | therefore congratulate

Jennifer MacLellan on following through with her well -telegraphed

announcement to stand down. | can see by previous editions how well she
carried out the role and wil/ be a tough
| 6ve al ways approached the editorship ro
magazines, with articles gratefully acce

that some people are nervous about providing articles because they were

never o0good at Engl i shd. Wedit(bcortedtanyr per m
spelling or grammar in) the article, asking them to approve any changes

that have been made. Similarly, some articles may need to be trimmed to

fit available space. Any such proposed changes will be subject to the

original aut hords approval. That way, we
the publication.

Youol | note that | donot ¢ on sviitd the articlds. t h e
We get a better spread of views and styles if articles come from a range of
authors.

Please bear with me as | find my feet. Maybe even help with an article or
three? Possible subjects:

Why | chose my current car (and | am satisfied?)

My first car and what | did with it

An interesting venue for a day out

Preparing for and passing my Advanced Test

My other hobby (even non -car articles for variety!)
Problems with roads/parking in my local Borough
Forthcoming changes in local or national driving legislation
Whatever you think would interest fellow members

=A =4 =4 =4 4 -4 -4 -4

| ook forward t o hedtor@megiani.co.okm you! | dm

Pettigrew Jones
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The Tidal Thames, its folklore and traditions
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The Copped Hall, Epping
Philip McKinder

Philip is a retired BT Executive who, as a young boy, read the book
oLondondés Epmio

Forestd by J
and was enthralled by :
the chapter about the
abandoned Manor
House in the forest
near Epping. He
persuaded his father to
take him there one day
and found an empty
house, where the trees
were growing inside
the walls, there was no
roof and the forest was
slowly taking over all the grounds.

Moving forward to today, Philip is now one of the Trustees of The Copped
Hall Trust and is involved in a variety of ways with the renovation of the
Hall so that it can be used for various local groups, education purposes
and become a well -used local landmark. Philip said that most of our
Group have probably seen the Hall at some point or another as they travel
on the M25; it is visible on the hill to the right hand side of the road just
after coming out of Bell Common Tunnel when going West.

There has been a settlement on the site since the days of the Saxons. The

manor of Epping was given to the abbots of Waltham Abbey by King

Harold. However, after Harold was defeated by William in 1066, the lands

were given to Wi lliamdés brother, who est
for hunting. The land was restored to Waltham Abbey in the twelfth

century. The first family to own the lands were the Fitzaucher family in

about 1150, and they built the first Copped Hall, although this is not the

building which stands on the site now. In 1350 the lands and house were

sold back to the Abbot of Waltham Abbey, who described Copped hall as

oa mansion of pleasure and privacyo that
However, the forest lands were used by the Royal family for their regular

hunts.

Henry VIII was a frequent visitor to Waltham Abbey and no doubt stayed at
Copped Hall. By this time the Hall was a large Manor House, but was set

¢



some way from the current property so that it had a better view of the area
leading to Waltham Abbey. In the grounds of Copped Hall there was an
avenue of yew trees with a statue of Henry at one end and his son Edward
VI at the other. The story goes that on the morning of May 19 " 1536,
Henry paced up and down this walk, waiting for the sounds of the guns
announcing the execution of Anne Boleyn. A new avenue of yews was
planted in 1999 and the volunteers also tested whether guns could be
heard from London, which they can.
to dissolve all the monasteries, the Abbots of Waltham Abbey gave Copped
Hall to Henry in the hope that he would leave them alone. However, after
they passed the property over to him, he still closed down the Abbey.

In 1564 Queen Elizabeth gave Copped Hall to Sir Thomas Heneage. Sir
Thomas was the Keeper of the Records at the Tower of London and an
elected Member of Parliament for Essex. By 1568, Sir Thomas had
incorporated the old hall into a substantial brick built mansion. This
mansion was the grandest of the three houses that have been built at

Durin

Copped Hall. After Sir Thomasodos first wi

of Sout hampton. Maryds son was the
wedding festivities are supposedly where the first performance of the play

patr

OA Midsummer Nightoés Dreamd6 took pl ace,

also lay claim to this event.

Over the years, Copped Hall was owned by a number of families, who
generally had some relationship or dealing with the Royal family of the

time. In 1701, Sir Thomas Webster purchased Copped Hall. He was elected
Verderer of the Forest of Waltham in 1717. In 1719 he purchased Battle
Abbey and then neglected Copped Hall. He sold it Edward Conyers in 1739
which marked the final phase of the property.

Edward Conyers came from Walthamstow and was keen on owning

property. He started to restore the old building but died in 1742 and the
property passed to his son John Conyers. Initially, John had no plans to
demolish the Tudor house, but his brother -in-law drew up plans for a new
Georgian Mansion, which John decided would be far more suitable for his
family. From about 1751 work began on the new house. The old Tudor

house was dismantled. Much of its brick and stonework were used in the

new house. Eventually, only a small part of a corner pillar of the old Tudor
building still remains.

The new, and current, Georgian Mansion is
a symmetrical design with 3 main floors,
where the main floor would be the middle
floor The Mansion passed down through
the Conyers family, from father to son. The
last being Henry John Conyers, who died in
1853. He left three daughters. None of the
three had any children so the family name




died out. The eldest daughter, Julia, lived in Copped Hall, but in1869 she
sold Copped Hall to George Wythes, at which time the estate extended to
over 4,113 acres.

George Wythes was a self -made man, making his fortune in the rail
transportation industry. George built many railways in the UK as well as in
France, Holland, Canada, South America, Spain and the USA. George
purchased several properties in the South East of England and lived at
Bickley Park in Kent. His only son, George Edward Wythes lived at Copped
Hall with his wife and two sons. He was a director of the London, Brighton
and South Coast Railway. When the original Georges Wythes died, he left
Bickley Park to his elder grandson, George Edward Wythes, and Copped
Hall to the younger grandson, Ernest James Wythes.

Ernest James Wythes set about extending Copped Hall by building a large
extension to the north side to accommodate more bedrooms for when he
entertained at the Hall. On the south side, a covered way led to an
elaborate and ornate conservatory so as to balance the property. He also
added a terrace outside the first floor with access to the gardens from two
sweeping sets of stone steps. Fortunately, Country Life photographed both
the interior and exterior of the house in 1910 which has helped enormously
with the current restoration of the rooms and gardens.

On Sunday May 6 ™ 1917 while the family were getting
ready to go to church, a fire started, possibly caused
by the somewhat old -fashioned (by modern safety
standards) electrical system. Initially, the family and
servants did not take the fire seriously, but

eventually the Fire Brigade was called. However, as
most of the local male population was fighting in the
trenches, it took the Fire Brigade some while to get to
the property. By the time they arrived, the property
was well alight. Estate workers tried to save as much
of the contents as possible, but the house was
basically gutted. The roof fell into the house,
destroying all the floors. The family moved into a
property on the Estate, Wood House (recently owned by Rod Stewart), but
never had the funds to repair Copped Hall.

From 1917 to 1995, the Hall was left derelict. The cellars were used by a
local mushroom grower. Most of the garden stonework, gates etc were sold
of f and in the 195006s the | ocal TA
practice. A number of schemes were proposed for the property, such as a
hotel, office complex, golf course, conference centre etc, but none were
approved. In 1993 the Copped Hall Trust was established and managed to
obtain loans so as to be able to acquire the Hall and a small amount of the
surrounding land. Several of the properties on the site were sold off to
private individuals to convert into residential dwellings so that the loans

used



